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FALLING IN LOVE WITH

PLACES WE'VE NEVER BEEN

by Anna Kudak, Board Chair 

 

As you likely know, Northern Lights is informed by  

three philosophies* that are deeply rooted in the idea  

of place. Over the past two years, studying to put  

together this school’s approach, my co-founders and I  

have become fascinated by places we have never been:  

Finland and Reggio-Emilia, Italy. Both of these places  

have cultivated views of education centered in equity. 

 

While studying these two places, we have had the thrill  

and challenge of imagining what living, educating, and learning in Finland and Reggio-

Emilia would look and feel like. We’ve also had to ask ourselves how we can attempt to

create similar feelings, ideas, and results under extremely different conditions. We decided

we had to try. Because all children are worthy of an education that honors who they are and

nurtures their innate curiosity, desires, hopes and dreams. We often remind ourselves that

families and educators in Finland and Reggio-Emilia were once faced with their own unique

challenges (poor performing schools and World War II, namely), and they, too, had to

imagine how to actively shape their place to reflect what they hoped for the future. They are

now globally recognized for their wild success in these efforts.  

 

Our founding team is excited you’re joining us in falling in love with a place we’ve never

been: St. Paul School of Northern Lights. For now, we’re a community without a specific

place, and yet we can still love, nurture, and grow it together. We are excited to reimagine

education with you. 

 

*Place-based education is our other founding philosophy 

 

MISSION

Exploring our urban

ecosystem, St. Paul School of

Northern Lights ensures a

progressive, relationship-

based learning process,

educating students to be

kind, curious, critical thinkers

who are advocating for

positive change in their

diverse community. 

EQUITY FIRST 



Caregiver Coffee Hours 

Children Welcome! 

 

January 5, 2-4pm 

Amore Coffee 

 

January 16, 9:30-11:30 am 

Kopplin's 

 

January 29, 9:30-11:30 am 

Groundswell  

 

 

COUNTDOWN TO FALL 2019

Big news for St. Paul School of Northern Lights! We were awarded a federal

start up grant for new charter schools. This will give Northern Lights

$600,000 over the next 3 years and with it we will be able to purchase books

for our library, classroom supplies and furniture, professional development

opportunities for teachers, and so much more. Truly this ensures that

Northern Lights will be ready to open in the fall! 

 

 

Our current challenge is finding and securing a suitable building to create

this learning community. Our board interviewed to secure a building that

would meet our needs in the vibrant West 7th neighborhood. It is close to

the river, near a park, and nestled amongst family-owned businesses. It is our

hope that we'll have big news to announce next month, but in the

meantime, our realtor remains hard at work.  

 

 

Regardless of where our school finds a home, we will need to provide an  

estimated $30,000 as a security deposit on the building. Unfortunately,

federal rules prohibit using the start up grant for this and we must fundraise.

We have secured a fiscal receiver, Puppet Farm Arts, so that any donations

are tax deductible. Most urgently,  

as you consider your end of year giving, please  

share our donate link with family members so  

we can secure a location.   

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Location

Opportunity to Contribute

DONATE HERE

https://puppetfarm.org/donate/


 

These past few months have been busy for the founders of St. Paul School of Northern Lights.

We've held events for families at parks around the city, an evening for caregivers to share their

hopes for our community, and a gathering for teachers to think together about progressive

education. Additionally, we listened to families at Model Cities and began hosting biweekly

Q&A sessions at various St. Paul coffee shops. We enjoyed meeting you! 

 

We are on track to open Fall 2019 with grades K-6, depending on initial enrollment and

interest. Please help us spread the word! Watch our website and social media pages for

updated information, events, and chances to connect with us and other families.  

 

 

TEAM NOTES

PEDIGOGICAL INSPIRATIONS

The public schools of Finland are one of three strands

of inspiration weaving the foundation of the St. Paul

School of Northern Lights. These schools have 

garnered increasing attention in America because

Finnish student performance on the PISA test in

reading, math, and science has increasingly improved

and is now consistently at the highest international

levels. 

 

Less than 40 years ago, Finland was experiencing

significant gaps in achievement, largely correlated

with socio-economic status. Despite

growing immigration and increased linguistic and

cultural diversity today, the variance in performance is

now only 5%. Further, these positive outcomes are

being achieved with a 30% lower cost.  

 

Finnish education reform focused on equity, and the

byproduct of that target was excellence. 

 

by Lani Shapiro, Program Advisor 

 

 

BOOK RECOMMENDATION

What can we glean from the Finnish

experience? Which features of their

educational reform movement are

pertinent in our context as a charter

school? 

 

Read more about this inspiring

transformation, significantly based on

research from the United States, in

Finnish Lessions 2.0, by Pasi Sahlberg. 

 

“Equality is the most

important word in

Finnish education.”

Finnish Education  

 

“The aim (of Finnish education policy) is a coherent policy
geared to educational equity and a high level of education
among the population as a whole. The principle of lifelong
learning entails that everyone has sufficient learning skills
and opportunities to develop their knowledge and skills in
different learning environments throughout their lifespan.”  

--Government of Finland, Ministry of Education 
 



FIND US ONLINE

schoolofnorthernlights.org 
 
@stpaulschoolofnorthernlights 
 
@schoolofnorthernlights 
 
@StPaulNLschool 
 
schoolofnorthernlights@gmail.com 
 
to donate: puppetfarm.org/donate

https://www.instagram.com/schoolofnorthernlights/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/stpaulnlschool?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/St-Paul-School-of-Northern-Lights-2235839666647763/
http://schoolofnorthernlights.org/
https://puppetfarm.org/donate/

